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FREEDOM OF PRESS

Freedom of expressionis centralto dialogue, democracy
and development worldwide. Without it, an informed,
engaged and responsible citizenry is impossible;
corruption and crime cannot be exposed; and societies
cannot hope to implement the social and economic
programmes that will enable their future prosperity.
When freedom of expressionisupheldand championed,
however, a whole host of objectives become possible,
ranging from democratic governance and poverty
reduction to gender equality and the empowerment
of women. It is, therefore, not just an individual right,
but a collective one that constitutes a prerequisite
for the exercise of a number of other fundamental
human rights and the attainment of the internationally
endorsed Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
to which world leaders and development institutions
have committed since the adoption of the United

Nations Millennium Declaration in September 2000.




FOREWARD

A message from the
Teacher in charge

Smt.Shubhra Bandopadhyay

eaching, | believe is an art and every teacher
Tneeds to be an artist. This art can be best pro-
vided by a teachers’ endeavour to satiate the curi-
osity of a student. When | look back into the past
years of experience, it urges me to look forward for
more years of working with children. It is true that
there have been challenges, moments, occasions
to celebrate, time to reflect upon and of course
disenchantment at times. Irrespective of all these,
whathave remained ingrained in me are the rich
and rewarding years of accomplishment.

We have all lived through a difficult phase re-
cently. It sometimes seems as if we have spent
much of the last year responding to, or anticipat-
ing, the latest developments of the pandemic as
they impinge upon College life. That impact on Col-
lege, as on every other part of shared life, has been
immense.

The College has done a remarkable job in ris-
ing to the challenges of the pandemic and keeping
educational standards at the very high level we ex-
pect here. Our students and our staff have shown
amazing resilience and resourcefulness.

Education went online for some time. It was
then a hybrid of the virtual and face-to-face mode.
Now it is back our normal offline mode again. | am
glad we have all become used to constantly reset-
ting our expectations.In such situations, there is a
tremendous need for freedom. This freedom is not
only freedom from current distress and social in-
justice, but also freedomof choice that safeguards
social development and human dignity.

It is because of the highly mediated environ-
ment that we are living in; freedom of the press has
become almost synonymous with the freedom of
speech. On the occasion of World Press Freedom
Day (3rd May), the students of the Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication of our col-
lege are publishing the second issue of their de-
partmental magazine “M2 — The Mass Magazine”,
celebrating the spirit of freedom.

| deeply appreciate the efforts of the students



and faculty of the department and congratulate
for engaging in this creative endeavour. It must
have been a herculean task to bring this gen-
eration of new learners from new normal to the
normal. The team work brings immense sense of
positivity that is very much needed now. Do keep
believing in yourself. Take good care of yourself
and your surroundings. Keep maintaining unity
to move ahead in life.

To conclude, | would say,
“In this life we cannot do
great things. We can only do small things with great
love.”

Wish you all a very successful journey of the
magazine.
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FOREWARD

A message from
the faculties

Department :
Journalism and Mass communication

Smt. Rashmi Roy Mukerjee

ur M2 Mass Magazine has covered a long distance

Osince its inception in the month of May, 2021.
Now it has reached in second year and this juncture I
would like to appreciate my students whose dedication
and hard work has made it possible to reach the
heights where M2 Mass magazine has reached today.
M2-- The Mass Magazine, is that weapon which embarks
on its voyage to ensure that 2023 year marks the 30th
anniversary of World Press Freedom Day

Three decades have passed since it was proclaimed in
1993,in which we have seen substantial progress towards
achieving a free press and freedom of expression around
the world. May 3,acts as a reminder to governments of
the need to respect their commitment to press freedom.
It is also a day of reflection among media professionals
about issues of press freedom and professional ethics.

Celebrate the fundamental principles of press freedom;
* Assess the state of press freedom through out the world
*Defend the media from attacks on their independence
*Pay tribute tojournalists.

Lastly, press freedom is important and we need to

protect our journalists and we always to stand against

all the manipulations in the name of media and free
press can provide a platform for the open discussion and

exchange of ideas.




FOREWARD

A message from
the faculties

Department :
Journalism and Mass communication

Smt. Rilina Kanijilal

hen we started the concept of the departmental
Wmagazine M2 back in 2021, we were new in this
field. Doing something for the first time has its own set
of challenges. But along with it, we had our strength -
our students. The eagerness to do something new, to
learn something new is something that motivated our
students constantly. It was a successful launch. It seems
like it was just yesterday.

Time flew and in a blink we have come to the junction
where we are ready to launch the second volume of
the magazine. As we publish the second volume of
M2 — The Mass Magazine, on the occasion of World
Press Freedom Day, 2023, a lot of things are hovering
in my mind. Our theme was World Press Freedom Day
and we asked the students to share their views on the
same. We wanted to give them the freedom to work
on this edition. There have been remarkable ups and
downs in this phase. | have seen their strengths, their
weaknesses, their vulnerabilities, their anxieties and
their insecurities. | have seen them laugh together,
cry together, fight and make up together. But | have
also seen my students rise from the scratch. From
not knowing anything close to the ongoing works to
mastering this field. | have seen my students grow.
When the world is debating and struggling with the
concept of “Press Freedom”, | can at least proudly say
that my students have got their freedom to learn and
improve.

The Magazine was mostly edited by our Semester VI
students with a few from Semester IV. What will always
stay with us is that this will be the last official work by
Semester VI students for this department. | know they
will all move ahead in life and shine like bright stars.
But every time we work for this segment we will keep
remembering them. | hope they get the freedom to
work in the professional field as they expect.

M2 — the Mass Magazine is the weapon to fight
against all odds and celebrate the voice of the students
who need a platform to speak. This platform will always
be areminder of the undefeatable spirit of the students.
The enthusiasm and hard work of the students will live
through the pages of the magazine.
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EDITORIAL

“Freedom of the Press, if it means anything at all, means
the freedom to criticize and oppose.”

— George Orwell

Here at the Women’s College Calcutta,
we the pupils of the Journalism and
Mass Communication department
reckon truth as the beacon of the
society, reckon freedom as a sine qua
non.A panegyric to The World Press
Freedom Day, this introductory issue
of the M?- Mass Magazine for the
academic year 2022-23 talks about the
eminence of the Freedom of the Press.
The Swedish Parliament was the first
to declare the Freedom of the Press
Act in 1776.Soon after, the decree
attained universal repute.The Indian
Constitution while not mentioning
‘oress”, provides for the Right to
Freedom of Speech and Expression
under Article 19 (1) (A);however, it
is accompanied by restraints. In the
contemporary world, where truth
is ever evasive, press freedom is an
absolute prerequisite; Rather, like
Walter Cronkite had said, “freedom
of the press is not just important to
democracy, it is democracy”.

An emancipated press act as one of
the pillars of the civilization, by ensuring
the balanced flow of information
to the masses along with keeping a
tight rein on the govenment. Press

freedom ensures the dissemination
of uncensored truth to our doorstep.
We, Team M?, express our sincere
gratitude to our institutional head,
Dr Indrani Sen for all her support and
good wishes. We also acknowledge the
encouragement and intiation of college
IQAC committee - we are happy to
collaborate with IQAC for our various
programs. We express our heartfelt
gratefulness to all the faculty and staff
of Women’s College, Calcutta for their
continuous support, guidance, advices
and cooperation. We will always
look forward to learn from you all.
Thispreliminaryeditionofourmagazine
touches on the myriad aspects of the
freedom of the press. And we are sure
that, this modest attempt by the

Journalism and

Mass Communication
Department of Women’s
College Calcutta, will cut
the mustard.

Happy reading!

-Team M?
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY THEME, 2023

~Priyasi Pal (SEM:6)

[ | Shaping a Future of Rights: Freedom of expression as
a driver for all other human rights [ |

n 1993, the United Nations
General Assembly declared
May 3 as World Press Freedom
Day. With the proliferation of
independent media in many
countries and the advancement
of technology enabling freedom
the

declaration is the beginning of

of information online,
the advancement of free media
and freedom of expression
worldwide. Thirty years ago,
there was respect for human
rights and international
standards. But media freedom,
journalists’ safety and freedom of
expression are increasing, which
in turn affects the fulfillment of
other human rights.

The international community
is faced with many problems;
Conflict social

and violence,

conflicts leading to migration,
environmental problems and
pressures on the “Universal

people’s health and well-being
around the world are greatly af
fected by the proliferation of lie

s and misinformation online and

new threat that negatively affects
freedom of expression and has an
important role in human rights.

Clarifying the freedom of the

offline. promoting democracy, the
rule of law and human rights.
Polarized politics and debate;
erosion of faith; declare a state
of emergency and turn off the
internet; increase critical voice
and media freedom; the collapse
of traditional marketing models
leading to advertising deserts;
treat hate speech and online
with

harassment disrespect.

international standards pose a

press, the safety of journalists and

access to information is a response
to major events and threats.

The right to freedom of expres
sion, enshrined in Article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, is a precondition and a
prerequisite for enjoying all the
rightsof other people. Therefore,
this year’s special celebration of
the30thanniversary of World Press

Freedom Day calls for the recent
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struggle for freedom and the race
for freedom, diversity and diversity
important to the enjoyment of all
human rights. This year coincides
with the 30th anniversary of
the
Convention, which constitutes the
At a time

adoption of the Vienna
main organization for :

when the international community

“Declaration of Human Rights”
and
“Work Programme”

will debate and set the agenda
on how to promote and protect
human rights in a rapidly changing
World

Day may be the time to focus on

world, Press Freedom

freedom of expression as a whole.

human rights agenda.
World Press Freedom Day 2023
is therefore a time to hold events
that highlight the link between
freedom of the press, freedom
of xpression and other rights.
Free Press invites many in the e
community to celebrate this day
in collaboration with organizations
that support the environment,
women’s rights, children’s rights,
indigenous peoples’ rights, digital
rights, anti-corruption and others.
Let’s work together to protect
freedom as we enter the final
year of all countries achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and all United Nations

Member States fulfilling their

commitments for the future of the

world. reiterating the principles
of freedom of the press and
expression is most important in
creating a future in which human
rights are the main decision in the
world, regionally and nationally.
The right to freedom of
the

information that comes with it,

expression, and right to
allows us to seek, receive and
share information, ideas, ideas and
beliefs across borders and cultures.
The media and journalists play an
important role in this work: they
help establish and broadcast the
truth, create space for discussion
and voices for the silent, and make
matters difficult to understand for

the public.

15



(I FIFTOR el (2 FigTe!

T IR (T - TD)

“There were three Estates ... but in the Reporters Gallery yonder,

there sat a fourth Estate more important far than they all.”

- Edmund Burke

Pgro  Tfe,  “(alrerEd) I O FEeerT AEm  cfae AeEee 2w ewR-fewn ) o @

foqfs 8 (o ORs, o8 Fa@? AQivwar I fFaors o g, @we ¢et ANS TorE
MEMTTa aoEa e ofer FIe2 T FA00 AET ©f 20 AES 20 d4AWe AFWAGET I
@4, eI ved w8, Al foqfby ciferres  STAcTa 4t dfewl ©Fl weel S (T 1 QL4 olfeifEgs
GE e @M HfEHE i (QF A TEN FAE W NG O e FAFRe TCS! 9+ Ot
qE 3 TS0 o6l AIF A FOO TOAN DIt fGeIgm ARV AN [THFY FACS B 1 NG A
gzl o M@ e Tutel Wel «Ie A e 211 i @ HEER, Wi AQMA@dE SEd
Q @ A @ Fey @3 [t [
T Aved ©f s Ttz &N |
qfE FARLE  \ST  SRLAFINET
iy AR AEFFFe  IAF

T e T WorldPress
(AT TS T A | TR Freedom

T AT AN e |
© Tl (T QTR AN OS]
e Ao 77 ¢ eAT (o Few
(T ¢ | IS ANG FONE T
e HAifd MAmema FaTeE
I FACO ST R? ST (2 836 WiHF FA@vea R, adfeBs Iu wed AT T [l (A |
ey 3TH 2039 TPEEA, Sbolt ATWEE U AIFH FAQAWATET  ANEE TG 1 2CES @ (AT 35ae
TR IR SRCed B 26 30 479 8 BRE & O e Gl | A TRl G903 Cifd 91 2R |
THE 1 050 A fZd S00 @I ARMAG A ARG (FIH8 TEANS (72 AW ‘(57 (S & (13
OIF I 929 26 WKE (12 Yo (of Face Ad [ ©f [ o qite army e 9= Aemeias
THES | W AT SAfPRYE TS A 052, g A o wem [y et f[ftey I@
532 v e Moo oRee A M SoRME (A0 AIDIE O, (FeT ARE I O AN
AFfreeR AR adlF (2 IFER 92 A AY AQAMAE NG | AQdma Fg @z @12
5 GG idellge W& IM ARSI 97 N IS @R TN (4498) WA 8 Ewee
e 9l 77, ©f 2@ QS @Qfed TN @3 e TR 1 @@ TSI e @3e

VSTAE, TUE A &) TS g : D
) ay

16



T (e [@gfed g fw A
TR GEE QM@ IR
TR QM € IO (13 T
Afa! *FT7 TIFlere IF I AW
Q¥ AEFM WARA JF wCTD
(@CTCR | TR A, S Wi (A
ol TE— o MEifreeld
©MY FEYYE I, QA
o2 7@ IEEE1 @ [0S
AACSN 8 MQFma gufea oo
ATCS AR, Ofe Arefes BIcsT 77
T A A Te | T Io 19 LA
s{feTee aferEe QI S 270w
UBS AN 8 BRI, AL
Afor@s o7 FAL TR AR
G AR ewy MafkEs 499
FAFCE T e IBICS I/ A,
TeAEa b @=L e

—

Tefs FIAFrel TH  qWETTST
forefs afefee  eerenam
OFf6 @ ABFTO AW
ArwiesE o T At
ANE TNE | (T2 AFFIRFIER
@ fog fww S s ffew
gfefaiy 1 12 e wede Afaw
@6 FePrel BBFIGA [HEfS
& AAEHAGRCE R gaiod
A AT (A AR T | Ao
e fordafs sw@enrgER
OTF 7 9T A AR I
oz afe @y feeE o
ISR GO I (ORI G|
8 T o ool SNETeR
WY, @ @IS O3 NS AN
qF 1 CONSF S ©i8 [ (oI
OF TEFS A R A AAE
W@ o @3 e wwifE
@ R g9 @3 fefoxq @

w3 cffgafecs  wiftw
1511 b s s e G T s e O

FAQMGNSET @ A2 TR fF o
¢ T @ AE? 9w auwq @
e QTR (@ A AREGASTE
A W @F 9T IER
e | S A TH (A
HLFl O TORF GelF HINCA
Traifoe F4Cs I O T2 52
FACO @ L oltid (T ol
aF wy vt M@ @ @A
&1 o foFE I Al
T[S BIRES ©ME YASTEAS
@ (FC ([{H (@R (FC | O
e OFeIY TG W ¢ ST
@ fFew ¢« W@ e 9 F@
2AfSor e s (e e fuew
AT G2 | e e AP a2
AP AR (F TS AP ATAC (A
QO AT T O (STT-(TT FCO
T G (A2 | AT T4 T AN
SRSy QI )2 (& Afey ey
& freey I force 2R @9 93
RIS (cEY




dmss MAGAARE SV, WMAY 2023

FREEDOM VS PRESS

ELECTION OF

iving in India we proudly gild
Lthe title of being the largest
electoral democracy in human
history. In this democracy press
& media play the most significant
role in keeping democracy alive.
Media

bridge by which government as

is the most important
well as the political parties and
people can communicate with
each other. Election is a process
throughwhich peopleexpresstheir
decisive opinion in choosing the
political parties and personalities
as their representative and thus
form the Government. For free
and fair election the free and fair
flow of information among the
people is also important because
take their
this

people decision

based on information.

For maintain the free flow

INDIA

-Shreya Ghosh (SEM:6)

information there’s a need for
freedom of press. However, in a
country where elections are so
important there are certain draw
backs in the press freedom and
communication system which
make electoral politics in India a
dirty game.

Election in India is known as
the grand festival of democracy.
By hook or

by crook, every

political parties wants to win
the election. All political parties
join the race of collects numbers
of votes. Elections constitute
challenge towards media, putting
its impartiality and objectivity.
The duty of the media should
not be to function as a mouthpiece
for any government body or
The

should be to enlightenand educate

particular candidate. role

the public

and act as a neutral, objective
platform for the free debate of
all points of view. But media can’t
do its duty properly. On the way
to win election is not easy but
its became very easy if you use
media properly. Because media
can be the face of yours.

That’s why during election

majority of political parties
grab various media channel to
construct public opinion in favour
of their party. Then Press freedom
is totally muzzled up by the
political parties.

Media has that quality to
cultivate people’s opinion .We all

know media follows Cultivation

theory, to affects a viewer’s
perceptions of reality. In the
period of election coverage

media became a paid media by

the political parties.
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The wuse of targeted political advertising and coordinated inauthentic behaviour to

disseminate misinformation have led to fears over the integrity of elections.

“Today, Freedom From

Fear Is Freedom From
Mainstream Media
-Jounalist

Ravish Kumar




FREEDOM OF PRESS : ILLUSION IN
ARTICLE 19(1)(A)
-Shubhangi Chowdhury (SEM-6)

Indian press freedom s
illusory.

their commercial
large
the media’s direction and

Depending on
interest,
corporations  control
trajectory. Over the years, the
media has degenerated into
becoming the pet-performing
poodle of the government.
This is once again clear after
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the BBC offices in India have
been raided by tax department
officials, just weeks after the
release of a documentary
critical of the Prime Minister,
NarendraModi,whichwaslater
blocked by the government.
According to those working
at the broadcasting office,
more than a dozen officials
from the country’s income

tax department turned up at

the BBC offices in Delhi and

Mumbai, where hundreds
of employees are based,
to conduct a “survey’.
Documents and phones of
several journalists were taken
and the offices were sealed.
Officers told local media the
searches on Tuesday morning
were part of a tax evasion
investigation into the business
operations of the BBC in India
and several accounts and
financial files were seized.
On the other hand, ahead of
the screening of the erstwhile
banned BBC documentary at
Jamia Millia Islamia Univercity
in Delhi, more than dozen of
students have been detained
by the police while classes
suspended.

The screening at the Jamia

have  been
campus came a day after
a similar screening was
organized at the Jawharlal
Nehru

which students claimed that

University  during

power and internet were
suspended and stones
were thrown at them.

The nation’s authority criticized
the BBC documentary on
Narendra

Prime Minister

Modi
2002 Gujarat riots. Foreign

and his role in the
ministry spokesman Arindam
Bagchi said, “India: The Modi
question” lacked objectivity
propaganda.

Thus, indirectly, the authority

and was
or people in power have been
trying to keep people away
from the things that could go
against the government. Since
there is no clear mention
of Freedom of the Press in
Article 19 (1) (A), it is being
considered underthe Freedom
of Speech and Expression.
But time and again, several
lost their
lives for rightfully upholding

journalists have

their duty and trying to justify
the status of the fourth
pillar of the State. Many
documentaries, films, articles,
videos have been banned so
that there would be no anti-
the people.
before the
independence, British people

voice among
Earlier,

use to control the media or the
information dissemination in
light, now; everything is done
behind the shallow reasons
and false citations.
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ARTICLE 19(1)(A)

NUMBER OF JOURNALIST KILLED IN INDIA 2010-2022
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Who is the father of Indian journalism
in India?

Which country provides the most press

freedom?

Which act was passed by Lord Lytton to
control and curtail the Indian publications
content?

What is the rank of India in world press

freedom index 2023?

Name a country which controls the press
freedom.

Quiz by Shreya Ghosh, Anusha Bhoumik ,Soumili Sarkar
SEMESTER: 6
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Which country was the first to guarantee
freedom of the press?

Which article of the Indian constitution has
freedom of press hidden in it?

By whom was the World Press Freedom
Day established?

What is the theme of the press freedom

day this year (2023)?

Since when the press freedom index is
being published?

00000

Quiz by Shreya Ghosh, Anusha Bhoumik ,Soumili Sarkar
SEMESTER:6
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FREEDOM OF

- Anusha Bhowmick (SEM-6)

“Freedom is the open window through which pours the sunlight of the

human spirit and human dignity.”-

reedom is the power or right
Fto act, speak, or think as one
wants to without any hindrance
or restraints.

Freedom and independence
aren’t things that need to be
granted, theyarerightsthatshould
be protected for all irrespective of
everything.

We

dream about freedom,

read about freedom,

rejoice

NS

in the notion of freedom, teach,

advocate, and hope for freedom,

but
what do we mean

by
freedom?

Freedom means many things
to several people. We can see

freedom politically, as having an

HERBERT HOOVER

opportunity to vote for particular
ideals,or people from parties
demonstrating the idea of freedom
to most people.

Closely tied to this, is the notion
of freedom of speech, where
one has the liberty to voice their
personal opinion and perspective.
Many also see freedom in a
financial context, where people
seek to free themselves of
financial debt, outstanding credit,
and burdensome loans.

Thus freedom holds different
meaning to different people,
creating diversityin thoughts and
ideas.

Till now we have got a brief
idea about what freedom actually
is, but now we need to know What
is this Freedom Of Press?

Freedom Of Press or freedom of
the media is the fundamental
principle that communication and
expression through various media,
including printed and electronic
published

materials, should be considered a

media, especially
right to be exercised freely. The
primary role of media is delivering
the the public.The

journalists

news to
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and report news in a true, fair, [EAVCEL government ETil:M capability to make their deeds

honest, accurate, non-biased and JoIle]o] [-RNT I TTe - W'~ (VAR { -1 8 public within a night. Without

non-critical way. The news keep FJeiVile SN« -1 IR/ |, IR {:[-Jl newspapers, radio

people informed about what is RRIGEIVIELEERELTINIEEGITL LI blogs, etc, the average people

going onin and around the world, [El4%H [eJo] [T [T even 1,3 would have little to no knowledge

investigating stories and EEETEERC R U ER-CE G0 of what’s going on around them.

delivering information to a large ELEEAUHACCRIAUENUEIER Most people lack the time and

and diverse audience. Lo I o T=ToloTo TN 4TIV 1 0ol W [oT- B0 Yl resources to investigate issuesand

Therefore to get the true, RUEEIIAES/ANGECIENEL R M - stories that affect them and their

fair, honest, accurate and non- B{CERICIWEEIVA TRl il ET N ] communities.

biased news, freedom of press EESlHIROGEIRETRG I -RIRTE That’s where journalists come

is necessary. Without this KYEVAJER{C NI IRELGRIGIIIN4M in trained with skills like research

freedom it will be impossible EIEEUELCRIENCILIEEEIAN and  critical  thinking,

to view the real scenario of the [EIlsEEEEI-TaV[¢13YANNR"Y] I{d,} I know  their work very well

world. Media is called the fourth FuERCHECRGRGEE R EEEEIPANEM and it needs to be executed,

pillar of the democracy because RLLIELI®CIEa1{TlacI; M \" [T IEEI3 what leads to pursue, how to

media maintains the decency RNV Gl ML M-I fact-check. So that freedom of

and morality of a country. Even EdyIJd QLT BEETC-INTT N (BT [-ll press remains alive and continue

the government is answerable EUZ:CIRIEINILEIGI{IISNJIIEITI to uncover the truth.

to the media, it acts as a link G AGTIAN Tl IE RN EI G
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Freedom of Press: A Brief History

Freedom is the right to act,
speak or think as one wants.
It is the ability to act without

constraint and fear of being
subdued.

Since the invention  of
mechanized printing in the

fifteenth century, publications like
books, newspapers and others
have started flourishing at a rapid
rate. However, people still don’t
have the freedom to pen their
ideas. powerful authorities try
to suppress most publications
that don’t befit them. In 1948,
Universal Declarations of Human
Rights Stated, “Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and

expressions; this right includes

freedom to hold opinions without
interference, and to seek, receive,
and impart information and ideas
through any media regardless of

-Urja Saha (SEM-2)

the press in its constitutions.
2nd, 1766 the

legislation passed by the swedish

On December

parliament, known as the world’s

“Freedom of the press is
a prcious privilege that no

country can forego.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

frontiers.”
the first
country to enact freedom of

Sweden became

first law supporting the freedom
of information. This act abolished
the censorship of press that the
goverment has placed on it so that
the truth is not exposed to the
public.

Europe having a long tradition
included
On the
other hand after world war I, the

of freedom of speech,
freedom of the press.
president of united press wire
service, Hugh Baillie, promoted
freedom of news dissemination.
1944, he called for an open
system of news sources and
transmission, and minimum
interference of the Government.
His proposals were aired at the
Geneva conference on freedom
they did
approve of, charges were often

of Information not

pressed. One of the earliest cases

concerning freedom of the press
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occurred in 1734.

Meanwhile in India, the
originators of  constitutions
didn’t think there was an
explicit need for freedom of
press or freedom of media. In
his speeches from constituent
Assembly discussions, Dr. B.R
Ambedkar, started that there
was no need for a separate law
declaring the independence of
press. Liberty of the press in
India draws its legitimacy from
the preamble and Article 19(1)
(a) of the constitution. In 1945,
a press commission was elected
to preserve the freedom of
press and journalism in India.

According to the world
ranking of the world press
Freedom Index 2021, compiled
by reporters without Borders.

Even in today’s day, freedom
of press is a problematic topic.
Even after have certain laws
backing them up, journalist and
publishers can’t always provide
us with the complete truth.

Paeint
By, Abhisikta Das
(SEM-6)

i s -

“Uo prison co big encugh to contain free specch. "

%

-MAZEN DARWISH
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REPORTER’S DESK

Ex students of JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION
depertment WOMEN’S COLLEGE CALCUTTA

“A free press can be both, be
good or bad, but, most certainly
without freedom the press will
never be anything but bad’.
by Albert Camus

The French
truly justifies the present

scenario. Well as far as press

Journalist

freedom is concerned the
constitution of India has its
Article 19(1) (a). Article 19(1)
(a) guarantees freedom of speech
and expression and includes
freedom of press in it. 3rd May is
observed as World Press Freedom
Day. On the contrary journalists
areinadilemma now questioning
the existence of Article 19(1)
(a). Press freedom has always
been a debatable topic owing
to its function and existence. To
give this topic more relevance
and shape I interviewed some
extremely efficient journalists
and at the same time alumni of
our department.

I asked each of them two
questions -

What is their take on Press
Freedom?

Differences they felt between

their life as a student and now as

a journalist working in the field.

Swarnali Saha -

Entertainment Reporter
in Tolly Time
“Ifyouaskmyopinionaboutpress
freedom I would definitely say
that yes there are certain things
which restrict press freedom and
paid news is definitely one such
thing. I have been working in this
field and understood the heaven
and hell
the bookish knowledge and the

difference between

practical world. Yes there is a
power which limits our activities
but I think no one is perfect
nothing can be perfect so we
have to ignore the bad things and
move on with the good ones. To
understand this hard core reality
one should work in the field
because I was also shocked at
the very first time to find out that
only the Article 19(1)(a) exists
but not the freedom. I would
like to thank our faculties for my

growth as a journalist.”

Gunjari Ray (SEM-2)
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Liza Mandal -
Trainee Reporter in Republic
Bangla
”Working as a journalist in the field |
must say that media is not at all free.

There is a lack of press freedom in
every spheres of Journalism .If

we take into consideration s—"Tw————_
&

the incidents of sexual _‘—_a-—-iiﬁd_

harassments where
media is not allowed to
reveal the face of the
victims whereas in other
incidents this is allowed.
This should not be done

each and every incident should

Priyanka Banerjee —
Sub Editor and Branding and Marketing

Executive in News Time Bangla

“ As apartof mysubjectlhadlearntabout
this term so called “ Press Freedom”
and | know that media is the 4th
estate of democracy but in
_--_-..._"__ reality how much does it
really exist | have a doubt.
| have been working and
have understood that
there is a huge deficiency
in press freedom
everywhere. Though we
have Article 19(1)(a) it is not

at all followed and hence media

be treated equally. Media should

be able to highlight every single detail

of the incidents happening globally. As a
Calcutta University student | must say that
here theory portions are stressed upon
more than practical. When | started my
career | was really surprised to see the vast
use of practical knowledge which | lacked.
Now, | have been working in the field and
gained lot of experiences and understood
the subject. One should enhance the

practical knowledge to work in the field.”

gets restricted. Yes definitely there
are certain house policies under which
we have to work but somewhere these
are controlled by influential personalities.
These are mostly private houses so in
order to save our jobs journalists are
compelled to do what they are instructed.
As a student one gets the basic idea of the
subject whereas when you start working
in the field your approach should be
different fully practical based.”
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Sanghamitra Chakraborty —

Sub Editor, Sports Team in

”The work of a journalist is to present the truth infront of the
people now if a journalist is handcuffed and locked in a room
then he or she will be unable to publish the truth. Therefore
a journalist should be free before anything else in order to
inform and educate people. Nowadays journalists are being
tracked and spied on so this is totally breaking the freedom
penned under the Article 19(1)(a) of the constitution. This
should not be the case. Many activities and protests related
to press freedom are taking place around us. Being a student
of journalism | have got the clear concept of the subject like
what is journalism? But now as a journalist | am applying my
concepts in the work rather | am using the applications of the
subject. So there is a lot of difference between now and then

but yes everything is important to apply journalism we need

TV9 Bangla to know it properly.”

”Press is considered to be the 4th estate of democracy and meant for
the benefit of the people of the world to highlight their problems in
front of the authority. Yes | do feel that somewhere the freedom of press
is curbed by the influential people, institution certain words or pictures
are not allowed to get published by the media but | would also like to
add here that maybe 25% of it is hidden and the rest 75% gets revealed.
Sometimes the content is such that pictures or words related to it can
disturb the minds of people if get published so keeping this in mind
these things are avoided. Media also performs sting operations in some
critical cases. Keeping all these asides | must say that there is a lack of
freedom. Honestly speaking bookish knowledge is not at all enough to
work as a journalist in the field. | faced challenges in the beginning due
to lack of practical experiences but gradually this knowledge helped me
grow more as a journalist.”

| have been privileged to get the opportunity to converse with our
alumni. It was a great time knowing their real life experiences as
successful journalists. My gratitude towards them for giving me time
from their busy schedules. A journalist’s purpose will be fulfilled if only

when he or she can speaks and write freely.

Rimi Roy —

Assistant News Producer in TV9

Bangla
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Issues that Shook the Concept

of Press Freedom
“The freedom of the human mind is recognized in the right to free speech and free

press.”

The ability of journalists to
report freely on matters
of public interest is a crucial
indicator of democracy. A
free press can inform citizens
of their leader’s successes
and failures, convey the
people’s needs and desires
to government bodies and
provide a platform forthe open
exchange of information and
ideas. When media freedom
is restricted, these vital
functions break down, leading
to poor decision-making and
harmful outcomes for leaders
and citizens likewise.

On the importance of
maintaining freedom of the
press in a democratic society,
the press seeks to advance the
public interest by publishing
facts and opinions without which
independent voters cannot
make responsible judgments.
Articles and News are published
in the press from time to time
to expose the weakness of
the government. This leads
at times to the suppression of
the freedom of the press by the
government. Press freedom
is very important for some
reason, like, The press makes
people to think beyond social
norms and gives a platform to

exchange ideas and thoughts
that deserve to be heard by
people all around the nation.
Often, people try to cover up
their actions and settle a case
without bringing the media into
it. The press brings to light such
situ-

ations and makes sure that
justice is served correctly with
the backing of the common
people. The press acts as a
channel that writes and speaks
the thoughts for the maijority
of people. It focuses on the
suppressed issues and brings
forward the ones that should
be discussed. Since the media
is an independent body that
challenges the Government, it
can be referred to as the fourth
pillar of democracy alongside

the government’s judiciary,
legislative, and  executive
bodies.

Although there has been
some progress from when
‘freedom of the media’ can be
estimated, today’s situation
doesn’t seem to go any further.
There have been lots of cases of
hate crimes, false accusations,
trials due to wrongful portrayal,
fake news, etc., in the last few
years.

Daniel Pearl: Daniel

by Swastika Mitra(SEM-6)

Pearl was an American Jew who
was working in Mumbai, India
as the South Asia Bureau Chief
of The Wall Street Journal. He
went to Pakistan to Investigate
the links between British citizen
Richard Reid and Qaedat-al
Jihad. He was abaducted on
23rd January 2002 and was

found dead on 1st February
2002. His body, however, was
discovered only on 16th May
2002. A video was released
by the captors called “The
Slaughter of the Spy-Journalist,
the Jew Daniel Pearl.” In this
video, Pearl identified himself,
and later in the video, his throat
was slit and his head severed.
The video ends with the captors
demanding that all Muslim
prisoners at Guantanamo Bay
are released immediately or
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Some cases of recent issues or crimes on press

freedom:

beheadings like these will keep
happening “again and again”.
As of 2021, 6 journalists
have been killed because of
their work. India is among the
top 4 countries with the most
number of deaths on record.
Whether it is on the job or off the
job, they have been targeted
and attacked due to their work.
Over the course of the last five
years (2017-2021), 138 cases
of assault and attacks against
journalists were recorded. In
Uttar Pradesh alone, 12 were
killed, 48 were attacked and
66 were booked under various
charges and cases. Subhas
Kumar Mahato: On 20th May
2022, Subhas Kumar Mahato
was returning from a family
dinner in a small Bihar district
when he was shot in the head
by four men who fled the
scene. He was a stringer at a

national channel and general
secretary of Begusarai District
Journalists Association, told
The Wire, “In the election of
a ward member, Mahto had
supported a candidate and that
candidate won. Apart from this,
he was continuously reporting
against the liquor mafia as
well as the sand mafias. These
can be the reasons behind his
murder.” Gauri Lankesh: On
5th September 2017, journalist
and activist Gauri Lankesh, the

tabloid Gauri Lankesh Patrike,
was shot dead in front of her

residence in South Bengaluru.
The then Congress government

in Karnataka had constituted
a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to investigate the murder.
The SIT has stated in the court
proceeding that Gauri Lankesh
was targeted for vehemently
opposing Hindutva in her
writings and speeches. SIT in
the charge sheet submitted by
them had named 18 people
as accused in the murder. Yet,
the case has not yet come to
a conclusion. Journalism is a
hard job and those who make
it are constantly in fear of losing
their lives or getting harmed.
We don’t make it any easier
for them with the lack of laws
protecting journalists especially.
The Government and other
bodies are trying to curb hate
crimes and protect the lives of
journalists by making stricter
laws and executing a penalty
as and when necessary.
Moreover, they are trying to
reduce the spread of fake
news and misinformation. We
can only hope that in times to
come, necessary steps will

be taken as we await a world
where freedom of the press has

lesser curbs and where rules for
better protection of journalists
are readily introduced in the
country.
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FREEDOM OF PRESS IN INDIA:

A LEGAL OUTLOOK

he word “Press” in general
Tcommon consent refers to
mass media, publications,
magazines and newspapers and

the people who are referred or

o Lot
| \’b : } 4 o
’; p -

WORLD
SRESS FREEDOM DAY
g | ""ln':_ : _-""r.

MAY Jrg 2021

considered working for the press
are journalists. The formation of
press was made with the objective
of providing unbiased news,
opinions, comments and point of
views on the matters of state and
public affairs.

But since then, the means of
press has evolved as well from
printing newspapers, TV’s to radio
and podcasts, the press help people
from an opinion and judgement on
matters like- what’s going on in
their society?

Whether we should vote for this

particular individual for the next
lecture or not? But are these
questions being answered without
any malafide? And are journalists
permitted to freely Write and
publish anything without any
interference by authorities?

WHY SHOULD THERE BE A
FREEDOM OF PRESS?

The idea of the press is to spread
news, ideas, opinion, mindfulness
by publishing the data and opinion
on abundant matters by which
form a rational

citizens can

judgement cannot be formed
without proper information of the
subject and this is where the press
comes to play.The purpose of the
press is to advance the public
interest by publishing data and
opinions without which a popular

electorate cannot make responsible

judgements concluded that press is

BY SHRUTI SETH (SEM-4)

the medium of information in the
ultramodern developing world and
that should be
unprejudiced and spread with
bonfide.

FREEDOM OF PRESS ACCORDING
TO ARTICLE 19(1)(A)

To save the popular way of life it’s

information

essential for the people to have the
freedom to express their pas sions
and to make their views known to
the people at large. The Press, an
important medium of mass
communication, should be free to
play it’s part in erecting a strong
feasible society.

The the

Constitution considered freedom

Framers of Indian
of the press as an essential part of

the freedom of speech and
expression as guarantted in
composition 19(1)(a) of

constitution.
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY

“When we starts our
press freedom news room.
We know women journalists
were being targeted, but we
did not expect that we will
find such grave stories that
not only show the obvious dif-
ficulties women journalists
face while doing their job, but
also the hidden threats to their

safety”

-Kiran Nazish
(Founding director
at CFW1J)

“A free media is one of
the pillars of democ-
racy”

-Nelson Mandela

“No prison is big
enough to contain

free speech.”

- MAZEN DARWISH

World press freedom day
is observed every year
on 3May. The day highlights
the fundamental principles
of press freedom and to
defend the media from
attacks on them for carrying
independence working.

The united Nation General
Assembly proclaimed 3May
as “WORLD PRESS DAY” in
December 1993. This day is
acknowledged as the press
freedom commitment by the
government of India.

On the this day, the
several culture events are
organized to determine
the signification of press
freedom.

UNESCO
conferred award to deserving
organizations individually or
institutions that have made
commendable contributions
and defense of press
freedom in any part of the
world. In a country like India,
it is celebrated to salute
the media Journalists who
risked their lives in providing
information or sometimes
lost their lives for the sake
of their duty itself. It is also
true that the media is getting
biased now days which
puts question mark to its
credibility. Journalists are

-Kaushambi Basu (SEM-4)

endorsed by politicians to
fabricate false news.

Many country and state
many people celebrate this
bur press freedom has not
changed much for women
journalists. In 2023 women
journalist’s are still attacked
or impeded in the field.
Around 10.9% of journalists
were harassed online.
Woman journalists refuse to
back down despite the risks
even as they are murdered .
2023 is yetagain another year
were CFWIJ has increasingly
documented attacks and
threats against women
journalists. Between January
2021 and April 2021, the
CFNIJ document 348 cases
of violence against women
journalist - the highest
number even recorded. That
number was 150 in the first
four months of 2020. Seven
women journalists were
killed between January and
April of 2021. 17 women
journalists remain behind
bars.

On March 20, 2021, our
team member Ceren Kaynak
Iskit — in Turkey got identified
and physically assaulted by
the police after she showed
her credentials. Ceren was
monitoring the conditions
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women journalists on
the ground covering the
Istanbul conversion protest.
By research and monitoring
around 92 courtiers show
that Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Belarus, Turkey and Pakistan
are the most dangerous
countries for women
journalists.
Women journalists
around the world face
growing threats in the
age of COVID-19. With the
spread COVID-19 political
turmoil’s around the world,
unprecedented numbers of
women journalists have lost
their livelihood. Those who
have survived the layoffs are
on the frontline often without

resource.
The CFNIJ also notes

PRESS
FREEDOM

a rapid increase in online
bullying and misinformation

campaigns.
This is an urgent issue,
and we all have to

demand attention from all
stakeholders of democracy
to fight for protection of
Women

journalist.

Unprecedented
numbers of women
journalists have lost their
livelihood. Those who
have survived the layoffs
are on the frontline often
without resource. The
CFNIJ also notes a rapid
increase in online bullying
and misinformation
campaigns. This is an urgent
issue, and we all have to
demand attention from all

stakeholders of democracy
to fight for protection of
Women journalist. The forth
pillar of society is journalist
but their family does not
have any safety but they
have many life risk every
day. We all know that press
freedom’s importance.
Media, Newspaper should
have freedom to publish
them. Simultaneously,
journalist have freedom to
tell or cover the truth, but do
not have any safety. Many
films are made base on
press freedom like Network,
Goodnight and Goodluck,
Spotlight, The Front Page
etc. In a nutshell, media plays
a very crucial role in the
development of any country.
It not only makes people
aware of what is going on
around the world but also
about the events which has
impacted about the events
which has impacted their
lives.Safety of journalist
and media persons while

delivering information and
news is something really
important.

We all celebrate this
day to show respect to the
journalist and the freedom
of media. So, we all should
respect journalist all time not
this particular day but every
day for their contribution
and specially pay respect
to all women journalist and
think about their safety.
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ACIOSS

3. The stylistic device used by a reporter to draw a reader into the story
5. Also Called Periodical

6. The point at which a story turns from one column to another or ‘jumps’ to another page
8. Exchange of information

Down

1. Lettered man in journalism

2. Headline or text accompanying a picture or illustration

4. Continuous operation of a printing press for a specific job
7. Early “yellow journalism” practitioner
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“Freedom of the press is the mortar

that binds together the

bricks of democracy- and it is also the
open window embedded

in those bricks.”

------ Shashi Tharoor.
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FREEDOM LIES IN BEING BOLD

Every year on 3rd May we
celebrate “WORLD PRESS

FREEDOM DAY”, touprise
the awareness about the im-
portance of press freedom
in the democracy. A s media

or press is considered as the
4th estate of the realm we get
all the important informations
very easily on time. The jour-
nalists with all their hardworks
throughout days tries to provide

-Barnini Rudra(SEM-2)

us with all major informations.
So | asked few people about
their view on press freedomfor
the readers on this special day
and the answers |

received-

The democracy has given freedom to the press so that the
common people should get the perfect,true,important news
on time.But in this 21st century press is all about compe-
tition and business.Competition among the news channels
and media houses on who would telecast or publish infor-
mations first has become the main motive now.And for this
competition we the normal people dont get the truthful news
many times as the verifications are not done properly.Press
has given so much freedom that it can declare anyone guilty

SOMENATH BISWAS,
Teacher

of any crime before any verdict from the court of law which
can ruin someone's life and that is not justiciable.

According to me, by the norms of the government press
grants freedom but in reality the matter is quite differ-
ent than how it is supposed to be.Media do not get the
freedom of publishing or telecasting every informations
as they are not always allowed to.The journalists are su-
pressed by the political leaders,parties,powerful business-
mans etc.Nowadays few media channels being biased
gives us informations.We see what we are shown and get

that much update which the press gives us,not everything.

DEBADITYA BHATTACHARYA,
College Student
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Media is known as the 4th pillar of democracy as it plays
an important role in keeping democracy alive.According to
me,the ideals of media's are not violated as it is being su-
pervised by the constitution of our country and article 19
plays a vital role.Sometimes if there's an outbreak of falsity
in media,the judiciary system of India comes into action.
Sometimes many cable networks are prohibited to forcast

independently by government and in that case the judiciary
system can be usued as a medium to solve the issu.Over
all, | dont feel there's a lot of hurdle in the path of media.

ARKA CHAKRABORTY,
UPSC Aspirant.

According to International Constitution Day the pro-
gram of "REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDER" had been
introduced,however | dont believe fully that the liberty is
granted to the press.After the 2014 election, the new Prime
Minister founded that the extreme liberty of the press was
causing conflictamongst the people.Unless the flasity stops,
it would be impossible to bind together the democracy of the

7 : country.The press is supressed by the poltical influences
DEBABRATA DEY and thus is unable to convey the morally right information.

Government Employee.

Talking about press,primarily what comes into our mind is
that through press, the truth is conveyed to the people of
a democratic society.A free press is very important for the
smooth functioning of a democracy.However, | dont think
they have enough freedom because of certain censorships
from the political parties and many more.To be precise,press
is poweful than any democratic organisation. But | feel some
kind of supervision must be on press otherwise it can pub-

lish anything that can take any negative turn to someone's
life or can cause trouble to common people. ANGIRA CHAKRABORTY,
College Student
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The Power of Pen: Without Fear of Favor

Every year on May 3rd,

UNESCO commemorates
World Press Freedom Day
by conducting conferences
through media experts,
but strangely, all of these
conversations are buried the
nextdayundertheweightofthe
system. Have we ever delved
at the motivations behind the
camera? Article 19’s Global
Expression Report for 2022

reveals a bleak picture:Only

15% of the World’s

population - or around 1 in

every 7 people - live in
L

L

UL

countries where they can

seek, receive or share
information freely and safely.
According to Reporters
Without Borders, India stands
at 150 out of 180 countries.
Politically partisan media is
one of the reasons behind the

sharp decline of the index in

recent years.
“1 have resigned,”the
journalist announced

in a YouTube video Ilast

November. “You won’t hear
me on NDTV anymore saying

“Hello, my name is Ravish

WITH RAVISH W

[t T

Adrija Paul(SEM-2)

Kumar...” And with that, the
long-serving face of New Delhi
Television, one of India’s oldest
news broadcasting stations,
announced his retirement.
Ravish Kumar, one of the
strongest voices in television
departed NDTV

when Gautam Adani, a close

journalism,

associate of the Indian
government, acquired control
of the channel. Another

independent journalist, Faye
D’Souza, the executive editor
of the Mirror Now channel,
1{))y
left
to

who was renowned
forthright

organization

her
the
a political

style,
due
disagreement.
like
Vladimir Putin, Jair Bolsonaro,

Authoritarian leaders

and Nare ndra Modi
their
over what we see, hear, and

are
tightening control
say aroundthe globe, from
Ethiopia to Brazil to Myanmar
and Russia. This is what occurs
when a person thinks outside
the box. One becomes a target
of harassment, the more

one attempts to create an

impression.
In RSF's report, India
shares the third position

with Yemen in the ranking of
‘most dangerous countries for



journalists’ receiving threat

calls and getting killed during

their work portray the degree

MASS MAGAZINE I

of violence in India, especially
after the death of reporter
Gauri Lankesh on September
2017.

Despite everything, every
man has the right to voice
his opinions in whichever
manner he pleases. Without
newspapers, radios, news
channels an average person
would no knowledge of what's
going on around them. The

media gas the power to change

the perspective of a person
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about anything, it circulates.
Thus, the press and media is a
vital branch of the masses and
should be free of all barriers
so as to rightly preserve the
“Fourth Pillar of Democracy”.

Speech On The

Pen Is Mightier
Than The Sword

PRESS
FREEDOM
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Journalistic Point of View

(Interview of Famous Journalists)
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required resistance T'll rather
say. The alternative media is
doing their thing. It is important
that all stakeholders come
together ~ for  independent
journalism and basic right of

journalists.

Dwaipayan Ghosh (Times of
India ) Basically now what has
happened is we are facing many
challenges. We are challenged
by various mediums. With the
rise of social media, the situation
is more aggregated. The primary
reason being revenue generation
technique. When you try and
decide what you want as news,

instead of focusing what is

coming out and that creates a STUP A“Ac Ks ON
problem. It is wrong notion that

challenge is only from the

government,it also comes from Juu nN ALISTSI
stakeholders, business etc.

We should stick to the basic "i*
principle of journalism of 5W1H .

rather ~ than  editorializing -
everything. We cannot h‘%\qymm_

compromise on basic and let

reader decide what is best. That :

doesn’t allows anyone to get 5

offended. We don’t want
anything to go beyond facts.

When one sticks to facts there s e

is minimal chance of you being India Ranks 161 Out Of ')’

telling and that changes the 180 Countries, Slips 11

game. Secondly, journalism Positions From Last Year ﬁ-

fraternity as a whole trying to
put up a resistance. A much oy
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Chaitali Biswas
(Anandabazar Patrika)
World Press Freedom W€i”
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ANSWER

1. James Augustus Hickey

2. Norway

3. The vernacular press act

4. India ranked 161st among the 180 countries with a score of
36.62.

5. China

6. Sweden

7. Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution.

8. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

9. Shaping a Future of Rights: Freedom of expression as a driver
for all other human rights”.

10. 2002
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CrossWerd Answer

ACLHOSS

3. LEAD

5. MAGAZINE

6. ANCHOR

8. COMMUNICATION

Down

1. E W SCRIPPS

2. PHOTOCAPTION
4. PRESS RUN

7. HEARST
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“Let justice speak up by giving enough power
to people to speak freely. Best wishes to you
on this occasion of World Press Freedom Day.”

63



DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM P-29, KSHIRODE VIDYAVINODE AVE,

& MASS COMMUNICATION BAGHEAZAR, KOLKATA, WEST BENGAL




